Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 06297 241728Z 
44 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 SAM-01 10-10 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 OPR-02 SY-05 A-01 ACDA-05 /083 W 

127552 

P R 241521Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4720 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 6297 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: OCTOBER 23 POPULAR POWER DEMONSTRATION FELL FAR SHORT 
OF EXPECTATIONS AND THERE WERE INDICATIONS THAT COMMUNISTS HAD 
WITHHELD FULL SUPPORT. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL SPOKESMAN VASCO 
LOURENCO AND COPCON COMMANDER OTELO SARAIVA DE CARVALHO 
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER COUP RUMORS CIRCULATING IN TENSE LISBON. 

END SUMMARY 

1. POPULAR POWER DEMONSTRATION FIZZLES: DESPITE A MASSIVE WEEK- 
LONG PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN, EXPECTATIONS OF A HUNDRED THOUSAND PLUS 
MARCHERS, AND APPREHENSION THAT THE MARCH WOULD BE A JUMPING-OFF 
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POINT FOR AN ATTEMPTED LEFTIST COUP, THE OCT 23 LISBON DEMONSTRATION 
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CALLED IN SUPPORT OF POPULAR POWER TURNED OUT BE BE A RESOUNDING 
NON-EVENT. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY OFFICER ON THE SCENE, THE NUMBER 
OF MARCHERS WAS NO MORE THAN 10,000 - 13,000 AT THE MARCH'S START; 

TWO HOURS LATER THE NUMBER HAD DWINDLED TO 3,000 - 4,000. THIS 
RELATIVELY PUNY TURNOUT WAS ALL THE MORE SIGNIFICANT DUE TO THE 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT PLEDGED TO THE MARCH BY LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS: 
AMONG THEM THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY (PCP), THE SIX FAR LEFT 
PARTIES CONSTITUTING FUR, AND ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIST-LINING 
PRESS, "HUNDREDS" OF NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS AND WORKER'S COMMISSIONS. 
SOLDIERS UNITED WILL WIN (SUV) COMMITTEES IN THIRTEEN MILITARY 
UNITS, BUT NOT THE SUV SECRETARIAT, ALSO PLEDGED SUPPORT AND YET 
ONLY ABOUT FIFTY UNIFORMED INDIVIDUALS PARTICIPATED IN THE MARCH. 

IN A TELLING COMMENTARY, COMMUNIST LINING "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" 
PETULANTLY LASHED OUT AGAINST THE "INFANTILE PORTUGUESE PREOCCU- 
PATION WITH NUMBERS" WHICH GAUED A DEMONSTRATION'S SUCCESS BY 
THE AMOUNT OF PARTICIPATION RATHER THAN THE "JUSTICE OF ITS OB- 
JECTIVES." DURING THE DEMONSTRATION, MARCHERS CALLED FOR THE DOWN- 
FALL OF THE AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT, THE OUSTER OF THE POPULAR DEMOCRA 
TIC PARTY (PPD) FROM GOVERNMENT, AN END TO PURGES OF LEFTISTS IN 
GOVERNMENT AND THE MILITARY, AND ELIMINATION OF THE MILITARY INT- 
ERVENTION GROUP (AMI). VASCO GONCALVES 1 PICTURE WAS WORN BY MANY 
OF THE DEMONSTRATORS. 

2. PCP HOLDS BACK?: THERE WERE INDICATIONS, MEANWHILE, THAT 
PCP HAD GIVEN LESS THAN TOTAL SUPPORT TO DEMONSTRATION. FOR T 
EXAMPLE, LARGE SCALE BUSING OF DEMONSTRATORS WHICH HAS CHARACTER- 
IZED PCP SUPPORTED RALLIES IN PAST DID NOT OCCUR LAST NIGHTU 

3. HEIGHTENED TENSION: TENSION IN LISBON WAS FUELED BY FOLLOWING 
EVENTS: 

- MILITARY IS ON LOW LEVEL ALERT AND COPCON FORCES ARE STOPPING 
CARS ON SOME LISBON STREETS. 

- BOMBS: SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS ROCKED LISBON AT 5:00 LOCAL OCT 24. 

COPCON LATER ANNOUNCED THAT FIVE SMALL CHARGES HAD GONE OFF IN 
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CITY, ONE UNDER THE UNOCCUPIED PRIVATE AUTO- 
MOBILE OF CAPT. RAMIRO CORREIA, FORMER HEAD OF THE COMMUNIST- 
LINING J-5 (AGITPROP) OF THE ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF. NO 
INJURIES WERE REPORTED. 

- BR GOES CLANDESTINE: AT OCT 23 PRESS CONFERENCE, REVOLUTIONARY 
BRIGADES (BR) SECTION OF THE FAR LEFT DIRECT ACTION ORIENTED 
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PRP-BR PARTY ANNOUNCED IT WOULD GO UNDERGROUND RATHER THAN COMPLY 
WITH REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL'S OCT 17 ORDER TO TURN IN ARMS. BR 
SPOLESMAN, WEARING HOOD, INDICATED ORGANIZATION WOULD DIRECT ITS 
ACTIVITIES TOWARD ARMING AND TRAINING OF WORKERS. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT PLASTIQUE BOMB HAD BEEN PLANTED IN PRP BR OFFICES MORNING OF 
OCT 23, BUT HAD BEEN DISCOVERED AND DEFUSED. 

- DEADLINE EXPIRES: DEADLINE FOR TURNING IN MILITARY ARMS IN 
CIVILIAN HANDS EXPIRES OCT 24. EMBASSY SOURCES INDICATE THAT FIVE 
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WEAPONS HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO DATE. 

- SHOTS: MILITARY VEHICLE ASSIGNED TO RADICAL LISBON LIGHT ARTIL- 
LERY REGIMENT (RALIS) WAS FIRED UPON BY PASSING AUTOMOBILE AS IT 
DROVE THROUGH STREETS OF LISBON OCT 23. 

4. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL FOCUSES ON COUP RUMORS: 

REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) WAS STILL CLOSETED MORNING OF OCT 24 
IN SESSION WHICH BEGAN EVENING OF OCT 23. NO COMMUNIQUE HAS 
BEEN ISSUED AS YET. RC SPOKESMAN, CPT. VASCO LOURENCO, SAID 
UPON ENTERING RC MEETING, THAT RUMORS OF LAST FEW DAYS COULD BE 
ATTEMPT BY EXTREME LEFT OR RIGHT TO PROVOKE DESPERATE ACTION BY 
SOME MILITARY UNITS IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY COUNTERCOUP. 

5. OTELO WARNS THE LEFT: COPCON COMMANDER OTELO CARVALHO SAID 
THERE IS DANGER THAT FAR-LEFT MIGHT LAUNCH AN "ADVENTURISTIC 
COUP" WHICH COULD IMMEDIATELY BE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF BY THE RIGHT. 
HE HOPED THAT LEFT WOULD NOT EMBARK ON THIS IRREVERSIBLE COURSE. 
OTELO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE RIGHT, WHICH DOES NOT YET HAVE 
ORGANIZED FORCES TO UNDERTAKE A COUP," MIGHT BE SPREADING RUMORS 
TO PROVOKE A LEFTIST COUP ATTEMPT. ASKED ABOUT THE DECISION OF 

THE REVOLUTIONARY BRIGADES TO "GO UNDERGROUND," OTELO LAMENTED 
DECISION, AND FACT THAT HE WAS NOT INFORMED IN ADVANCE - AN IN- 
TERESTING ADMISSION GIVEN HIS REPORTED CLOSE CONNECTION TO THE 
PRP-BR LEADERSHIP. HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT PRP-BR MIGHT 
SEEK TO CARRY OUT AN "ADVENTURISTIC COUP." 

6. AZEVEDO TO OPORTO: PRIME MINISTER AND ACTING PRESIDENT AZEVEDO 
WILL VISIT OPORTO OCT 25 TO DISCUSS POLITICAL-MILITARY SITUATION 
WITH CIVIL AUTHORITIES AND WITH NORTHERN MILITARY REGION 
COMMANDER PIRES VELOSO. THE SOCIALIST AND POPULAR DEMOCRATIC 
PARTIES HAVE ORGANIZED DEMONSTRATIONS OF SUPPORT FOR AZEVEDO'S 
VISIT. OPORTO ARTILLERY REGIMENT (RASP) WILL MEET OCT 24 TO REVIEW 
COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT WORKED OUT TEN DAYS AGO BY ARMY CHIEF OF 
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STAFF FABIAO. PIRES VELOSO NAMED HIS OWN CHOICE TO COMMAND RASP, 
RATHER THAN THE FAVORITE OF RASP ACTIVISTS; BEGAN A VIGOROUS 
INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL DIVERSION OF MILITARY WEAPONS; AND SAID 
ONLY RASP TROOPS COULD ATTEND RASP PLENARY SESSION. 

7. MES SPLITS: WHILE NATIONAL LEADERS OF RADICAL MOVEMENT FOR 
THE SOCIALIST LEFT (MES) CALLED IN OCT 23 LISBON PRESS CONFERENCE 

FOR GREATER UNITY AMONG "REVOLUTIONARY FORCES," FORTY MES MEMBERS 
IN COIMBRA ANNOUNCED THEIR DECISION TO LEAVE PARTY. COIMBRA DIS- 
SIDENTS ALLEGED THAT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP HAD FAILED TO SUCCESSFULLY 
ADAPT PARTY'S ORIENTATION TO GROWTH OF POPULAR POWER, ATTEMPTED 
TO SUBVERT DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION OF PARTY THROUGH OVER-CENTRAL- 
IZATION OF DECISION-MAKING, AND ALLOWED ITSELF TO BE USED BY 
"REFORMISTS" - READ COMMUNIST PARTY. BREAK-AWAY GROUP EXPRESSED 
DETERMINATION TO SUPPORT REVOLUTION BY CONTRIBUTING TO GROWTH OF 
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POPULAR POWER. THIS IS SECOND SPLIT IN MES. 

CARLUCCI 
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